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Compare Biblical Accounts of the Resurrection
Below is a comparison chart showing all the accounts of the resurrection of Jesus and post-resurrection appearances reported in the Bible, particularly
the four Gospels. It is presented in general chronological order of the events and arranged by specific aspects of the story to highlight similarities and
differences. The books of the Bible are listed in the generally-agreed chronological order in which they were written, from earliest (1 Corinthians) to
latest (John). Information and wording is from the NIV (New International Version). The verses after Mark 8 are not included because they are
widely regarded as later additions. A dash indicates the event/information is not mentioned in that account.
The biblical accounts of the resurrection are one of the primary topics of debate between non-Christian critics and Christian apologists. The former
regard the accounts as contradictory and another reason rational people should reject Christianity, while the latter have presented various theories on
how the various accounts might be harmonized. Arguments from both sides can be found in the books and links listed at the bottom of this page.

Day
Time
Mentioned at
the tomb

Number of
women
mentioned
Purpose of visit
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1 Corinthians
Mark
third day after the the first day of the
Crucifixion
week
very early, just after
sunrise
Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of
James, and Salome

Matthew
the first day of the
week
dawn

-

3

2

Luke
the first day of the
week
very early in the
morning
Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the
mother of James,
and the others with
them
>3

-

brought spices to

they went to look at

took the spices

Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary
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Acts
-

John
the first day of the week

-

early, while it was still dark

-

Mary Magdalene

-

1

-
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1 Corinthians

Mark
anoint the body
"Who will roll the
stone away from the
entrance of the
tomb?"
The stone had been
rolled away when
they arrived.

Matthew
the tomb
-

Luke
they had prepared
-

Conversation
on the way

-

When was the
stone rolled
away?

-

Mentions an
earthquake
Who is
mentioned at
the tomb
Description of
appearance

-

-

After they arrived, an
angel appeared, rolled
the stone away and
sat on it.
yes

-

one young man

-

dressed in a white
robe

When appeared

-

waiting inside the
tomb when the
women entered

-

The stone had
been rolled away
when they arrived.

-

The stone had been rolled
away when Mary arrived.

-

-

-

one angel

two men

-

two angels

in clothes that
gleamed like
lightning

-

in white

after the women
entered the tomb

-

"Why do you look
for the living
among the dead?
He is not here; he

waiting inside the tomb when
Mary entered (but were not
there earlier when Peter and
John looked inside)
sitting inside the tomb, one at
the head and one at the foot
of where Jesus' body had
been
They asked her, "Woman,
why are you crying?"

Where appeared -

inside the tomb, on
the right side

What did
he/they say?

"Don't be alarmed.
You are looking for
Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified.

"Do not be afraid, for I
know that you are
looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. He is
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John

-

appearance was like
lightning, and his
clothes were white as
snow
came down in front of
them to roll away the
stone after they
arrived
sitting on the stone
door outside the tomb

-

Acts

"suddenly they
stood beside them"
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-
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Mark
He has risen! He is
not here. See the
place where they
laid him. But go, tell
his disciples and
Peter, 'He is going
ahead of you into
Galilee. There you
will see him, just as
he told you."

Matthew
not here; he has risen,
just as he said. Come
and see the place
where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his
disciples: 'He has
risen from the dead
and is going ahead of
you into Galilee.
There you will see
him.'"

How did the
women feel?

-

Trembling and
bewildered

Afraid yet filled with
joy

What did the
women do?

-

Fled from the tomb
and said nothing to
anyone, because
they were afraid

hurried away and ran
to tell the disciples

What did the
guards do?

-

-

They were terrified
and shook like dead
men. After the women
left, they reported to
the chief priests, who
bribed them to say the
disciples stole the
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Luke
has risen!
Remember how he
told you, while he
was still with you in
Galilee: 'The Son
of Man must be
delivered into the
hands of sinful
men, be crucified
and on the third
day be raised
again.'"
Frightened when
the two men
appeared
bowed with their
faces on the
ground upon
seeing the men,
then remembered
what Jesus had
said, then returned
to tell the disciples
-
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Acts

John

Mary thought the body had
been stolen. She doesn't
seem to be afraid.
Stood weeping outside the
tomb, then looked in and saw
the angels. She told them,
"they've taken my Lord
away." Replied calmly to the
angels.

-
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1 Corinthians

Mark

Matthew
body.
They went to the
mountain in Galilee as
instructed.

Male disciples'
reaction to the
story

-

-

First
appearance
mentioned

To Simon Peter.

-

To the women shortly
after they left the
tomb. "Suddenly
Jesus met them."

Reaction

-

-

They ran to him,
clasped his feet and
worshipped him.

Jesus' words

-

-

Do not be afraid. Tell
"his brothers" to go
see him in Galilee
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Luke
They did not
believe the
women, because
the story seemed
like nonsense. But
Peter ran to the
tomb, saw empty
linens, wondered
what happened.
Later, Jesus
appeared to
"Simon" and they
believed.
To two disciples
(one named
Cleopas) walking
to Emmaus the
same day.
They did not
recognize him until
they broke bread
with him at
Emmaus.
He asked what
they were
discussing, then
explained the
prophecies about
him. He
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Acts

John

-

Peter and the beloved
disciple (presumably John)
ran to the tomb and found
empty linens. John "saw and
believed."

-

At the empty tomb, right after
Mary spoke to the angels.
She turned around and saw
him standing there.

-

She thought he was the
gardener and asked if he had
taken Jesus' body away.
After he said, "Mary," she
cried out "Teacher!"
"Woman, why are you
crying? Who is it you are
looking for?"
"Mary."
"Do not hold on to me, for I
have not yet returned to the

"After his suffering, he
showed himself to
these men and gave
many convincing
proofs that he was
alive."
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1 Corinthians

Mark

Matthew

Second
appearance
mentioned

And then to the
Twelve.

-

Mountain in Galilee

Reaction

-

-

Jesus' words

-

-

When they saw him,
they worshiped him;
but some doubted.
"All authority in
heaven and on earth
has been given to me.
Therefore go and
make disciples of all
nations, baptizing
them in the name of
the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching
them to obey
everything I have
commanded you. And
surely I am with you
always, to the very
end of the age."

May 21, 2020

Luke
disappeared as
soon as they
recognized him.

In Jerusalem, he
appeared suddenly
in a room where
the disciples were
assembled.
They were startled,
thinking they had
seen a ghost.
He showed them
he had flesh and
bones and he ate
a piece of broiled
fish. He opened
their minds so they
could understand
the Scriptures.
"This is what is
written: The Christ
will suffer and rise
from the dead on
the third day, and
repentance and
forgiveness of sins
will be preached in
his name to all
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Acts

"He appeared to them
over a period of forty
days..."

John
Father. Go instead to my
brothers and tell them, 'I am
returning to my Father and
your Father, to my God and
your God.'"
That same evening, inside a
locked room. He came and
stood among them.

-

The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

"... and spoke about
the kingdom of God."

"Peace be with you!" Then
he showed them his hands
and side. "Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent
me, I am sending you.
Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive anyone his sins,
they are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not
forgiven."
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More
appearances
mentioned

Ascension
mentioned
May 21, 2020

"After that, he
appeared to
more than 500 of
the brothers at
the same time,
most of whom
are still living,
though some
have fallen
asleep. Then he
appeared to
James, then to
all the apostles,
and last of all he
appeared to me
also, as to one
abnormally born."
-

Mark

Matthew

-

-

Luke
Acts
nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of
these things. I am
going to send you
what my Father
has promised; but
stay in the city until
you have been
clothed with power
from on high."
"He appeared to them
over a period of forty
days and spoke about
the kingdom of God."

"When he had led
them out to the
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"He was taken up
before their very eyes,

John

(1) A week later, in the same
locked room, to convince
"Doubting Thomas." (2)
Many other miraculous signs
in the presence of his
disciples. (3) Miraculous
catch of fish on the Sea of
Tiberias, reinstatement of
Peter, and discussion of
whether the beloved disciple
would live until the Second
Coming. (4) Jesus did many
other things as well.

-
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1 Corinthians

May 21, 2020

Mark

Matthew

Luke
vicinity of Bethany,
he lifted up his
hands and blessed
them. While he
was blessing them,
he left them and
was taken up into
heaven. Then they
worshiped him and
returned to
Jerusalem with
great joy."
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Acts
and a cloud hid him
from their sight. They
were looking intently
up into the sky as he
was going, when
suddenly two men
dressed in white stood
beside them. 'Men of
Galilee,' they said,
'why do you stand
here looking into the
sky? This same
Jesus, who has been
taken from you into
heaven, will come
back in the same way
you have seen him go
into heaven.'"

John
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